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Introduction

Overview

This Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) has been prepared to support the application
(“The Application”) for the Sea Link Project (“Proposed Project”) made by National Grid
Electricity Transmission Ltd (“the Applicant”). The Application was submitted to the
Secretary of State for a Development Consent Order (DCO) and accepted for
examination on the 23 April 2025.

A Statement of Common Ground (SoCG) is an established means in the planning
process of allowing all parties to identify and focus on specific issues that may need to
be addressed during the Examination. It is prepared jointly between the applicant and
another party(s) and sets out matters of agreement between both parties, as well as
matters where there is not an agreement. It also details matter’s that are under
discussion.

The aim of a SoCG is to help the Examining Authority manage the Examination Phase of
a DCO application. Understanding the status of the matters at hand will allow the
Examining Authority to focus their questioning and provide greater predictability for all
participants in Examination. A SoCG may be submitted prior to the start of or during
Examination and then updated as necessary or as requested during the Examination
Phase.

This Statement of Common Ground

This SoCG has been prepared between the Applicant and National Trust. It has been
prepared in accordance with the guidance published by the Ministry of Housing,
Communities and Local Government (Ministry of Housing, Communities and Local
Government, 2024).

This SoCG will be progressed during the pre-examination and examination periods to
reach a final position between the Applicant and National Trust and to clarify if any
issues remain unresolved. This SoCG will be revised and updated as appropriate and/or
required by the Examining Authority at relevant examination deadlines.

For the purpose of this SoCG, the Applicant and National Trust are jointly referred to as
the “Parties”. When referencing National Trust alone, they are referred to as “the
Consultee”.

The Role of National Trust in the DCO Process

National Trust is a charity and Europe’s largest conservation organisation, with a current
membership of over 5 million people. National Trust are responsible for protecting and
caring for places of historic interest and nature beauty in England, Wales and Northern
Ireland. Within the Southeast area, this includes a wide range of publicly accessible
properties. Of relevance to this consultation is Pegwell Bay.
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1.3.2

1.4

1.4.1

1.4.2

143

1.4.4

1.4.5

1.4.6

1.4.7

The National Trust owns land at Pegwell Bay, which forms part of a wider landholding
within the Sandwich and Pegwell Bay area. Pegwell Bay is located to the south of
Ramsgate and is included within the Order Limits of the Proposed Project.

Description of the Proposed Project

The Proposed Project is a proposal by National Grid to reinforce the transmission network
in the Southeast and East Anglia. The Proposed Project is required to accommodate
additional power flows generated from renewable and low carbon generation, as well as
accommodating additional new interconnection with mainland Europe.

National Grid owns, builds and maintains the electricity transmission network in England
and Wales. Under the Electricity Act 1989, National Grid holds a transmission licence
under which it is required to develop and maintain an efficient, coordinated, and economic
electricity transmission system.

This would be achieved by reinforcing the network with a High Voltage Direct Current
(HVDC) Link between the proposed Friston substation in the Sizewell area of Suffolk and
the existing Richborough to Canterbury 400 kV overhead line close to Richborough in
Kent.

National Grid is also required, under Section 38 of the Electricity Act 1989, to comply with
the provisions of Schedule 9 of the Act. Schedule 9 requires licence holders, in the
formulation of proposals to transmit electricity, to:

Schedule 9(1)(a) ‘...have regard to the desirability of preserving natural beauty, of
conserving flora, fauna and geological or physiographical features of special interest and
of protecting sites, buildings and objects of architectural, historic or archaeological
interest;” and

Schedule 9(1)(b) *...do what [it] reasonably can to mitigate any effect which the proposals
would have on the natural beauty of the countryside or on any such flora, fauna, features,
sites, buildings or objects’.

The Proposed Project would comprise the following elements:

The Suffolk Onshore Scheme

e A connection from the existing transmission network via Friston Substation, including
the substation itself. Friston Substation already has development consent as part of
other third-party projects. If Friston Substation has already been constructed under
another consent, only a connection into the substation would be constructed as part
of the Proposed Project.

e A high voltage alternating current (HVAC) underground cable of approximately 1.9 km
in length between the proposed Friston Substation and a proposed converter station
(below).

e A 2 GW high voltage direct current (HVDC) converter station (including permanent
access from the B1121 and a new bridge over the River Fromus) up to 26 m high plus
external equipment (such as lightning protection, safety rails for maintenance works,
ventilation equipment, aerials, similar small scale operational plant, or other roof
treatment) near Saxmundham.
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e A HVDC underground cable connection of approximately 10 km in length between the
proposed converter station near Saxmundham, and a transition joint bay (TJB)
approximately 900 m inshore from a landfall point (below) where the cable transitions
from onshore to offshore technology.

e A landfall on the Suffolk coast (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness).

The Offshore Scheme:

e Approximately 122 km of subsea HVDC cable, running between the Suffolk landfall
location (between Aldeburgh and Thorpeness), and the Kent landfall location at
Pegwell Bay.

The Kent Onshore Scheme:
e A landfall point on the Kent coast at Pegwell Bay.

e ATJB approximately 800 m inshore to transition from offshore HVDC cable to onshore
HVDC cable, before continuing underground for approximately 1.7 km to a new
converter station (below).

e A2 GW HVDC converter station (including a new permanent access off the A256), up
to 28 m high plus external equipment such as lightning protection, safety rails for
maintenance works, ventilation equipment, aerials, and similar small scale operational
plant near Minster. A new substation would be located immediately adjacent.

e Removal of approximately 2.2 km of existing HVAC overhead line, and installation of
two sections of new HVAC overhead line, together totalling approximately 3.5 km,
each connecting from the substation near Minster and the existing Richborough to
Canterbury overhead line.

1.4.8 The Proposed Project also includes modifications to sections of existing overhead lines
in Suffolk (only if Friston Substation is not built pursuant to another consent) and Kent,
diversions of third-party assets, and land drainage from the construction and operational
footprint. It also includes opportunities for environmental mitigation and compensation.
The construction phase will involve various temporary construction activities including
overhead line diversions, use of temporary towers or masts, working areas for
construction equipment and machinery, site offices, parking spaces, storage, accesses,
bellmouths, and haul roads, as well as watercourse crossings and the diversion of public
rights of way (PROWSs) and other ancillary operations.

1.5 Format of Document and Terminology used.

1.5.1 Section 2 of this SoCG summarises the engagement the Parties have had with regard
to the Proposed Project.

152 Section 3 of this SoCG summarises the issues that are ‘agreed’, ‘not agreed’, ‘not
agreed but not material’, or are ‘under discussion’. ‘Not agreed’ indicates a final position
where the Parties have agreed to disagree, whilst ‘Agreed’ indicates where the issue
has been resolved. ‘Not agreed but not material’ indicates that although the parties have
not agreed a position on an issue, both parties agree that the issue is not material to
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determination of the DCO and the matter is considered closed. The Parties have also
indicated the likelihood that agreement will be reached on each item.

153 Abbreviations used within the SoCG are provided in Table 1.1 below.

Table 1.1 Abbreviations

Abbreviation/Term Definition
DCO Development Consent Order
HDD Horizontal Directional Drilling
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2. Record of Engagement

21 Summary of discussions

2.1.1 Table 2.1 summarises the consultation and engagement that has taken place between
the Parties.

Table 2.1 Record of meetings and correspondence with National Trust

Date Topic/Format Discussion points

06/09/2021 Project update/ Email Email to provide an update on the progress of the Proposed Project.
Jan 2025 Site Visit Proposal for the project

Oct 2024 Teams Presentation  Presentation on use of pegwell bay and hoverport and HDD Methodology.
Further detail of engagement is set out in Application Document 4.2.2
Statement of Reasons Appendix B Schedule of Negotiations with
Land Interests.

26/06/2025 Horizontal Directional Discussion of the impact of the HDD on the National Trust’s land / interest
Drilling (HDD) on the  and wider potential scheme impacts generally.
National Trust’s land /
Microsoft Teams
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3. Areas of Discussion Between the Parties

3.1 Position of the Parties

Table 3.1 Position of the Parties

Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents
Chapter 2  Horizontal Direct Drilling The National Trust does not The current draft DCO The Trust welcomes
(HDD) Impacts on object to the principle of the prohibits cable installation in the Applicant’s
Ecological designations proposed offshore high voltage Pegwell Bay using techniques | confirmation. The
on National Trust Land  direct current link between that are not trenchless. If other |Trust seeks in
Suffolk and Kent with onshore  than a trenchless technique addition that the
converter stations and were proposed at this location, '/Applicant completes
connections back to the national any proposals for alternative an HDD
electricity transmission system. methods would require a Management Plan
formal amendment to the DCO |atfter first consulting
We would,support the . and would need to be with the Trust and
g?vel,? perlsDuTT of I-||_|o|£|[z)ontal supported by an additional other relevant
irectional Drilling ( ) environmental assessment. stakeholders.

construction methods at Pegwell

Bay and would expect to see a However, as outlined in

firm commitment to undertake ~ Application Document 7.3
this form of engineering if this Design Development Report
proves to be less detrimental — Appendix A Landfall HDD
than other alternatives. The Feasibility Technical Note
entry point for the HDD is 470m [APP-321]), ground

west of the SAC/SPA/SSSI and investigations have confirmed
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents

Trust land. It is proposed to drill suitable drilling conditions for
at 15-18m depth under the HDD. The report states that
saltmarsh, and the exit point will initial hydrofracture modelling,
be to the east of the saltmarsh  using ground strength

in intertidal mudflat (Figure parameters from the ground
6.4.4.2.4 Habitats present at, investigations, shows a 2.8
and location of, trenchless factor of safety against frac
solution entry/exit points). out. This means that the
However, the method drilling fluid pressure would
statements do not rule out the  need to be 2.8 times the

need for trench installation if pressure required to drill

HDD proves to be through the formation, to cause
difficult/impossible to use. If a surface frac out in the SSSI.

trenchless techniques are used, Therefore, there is a very low
the Trust would have concerns  risk of frac out.
due to the potential of the

cumulative impacts on the

Nature Reserve arising due to

the possibility of the proliferation

of cables installed previously for

the Nemo link. Consequently,

the Trust would want

assurances that there will be

nothing above ground on our

land.
Application HDD Impacts on It is noted that by far the longest Further clarification on works
Document Ecological designations section of cable on Trust land is within the intertidal area in
6.2.4.5 Part on National Trust Land some 1.5km in length and Pegwell Bay has been
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents
4 Marine documents submitted to the described in Application impact on the inter-
Chapter 5 examination refer to impacts Document 9.13 Pegwell Bay |tidal habitat and
Marine upon benthic fauna and their Construction Method seeks the following
Ornithology capacity for rapid recovery Technical Note, submitted at 'commitments:1) That
[APP-078] following disturbance. However, Deadline 1. the presence of an

there does not appear to be any

reference in the paperwork to
the disturbance effect on
wintering, migratory and
breeding birds from the cable
laying operation across the

1.5km of intertidal mudflat. The

significance of any impact will
be dependent on the time of
year the cable laying takes
place with the period of
September to April being the
most significant, with

implications for breeding Ringed

Plover which will use the
mudflats for feeding.

The construction activities at
landfall which include
trenchless activities (e.g.,
HDD), machinery (use of a
cable lay barge (CLB) which
might become beached on the
mudflats, excavators (up to
four) and other construction
plant and vehicles e.g. tractors
and argocats) and vessel

movement in the intertidal area

and shallow waters at landfall,
will potentially result in
disturbance to, and
displacement of, waterbirds
due to the noise and visual
disturbance generated by the
activities, as described and
assessed in Application
Document 6.2.4.5 Part 4
Marine Chapter 5 Marine
Ornithology [APP-078]
superseded by Application
Document 6.2.4.5 (C) Part 4

Ecological Clerk of
Works (ECoW) is
provided at all stages
of the intertidal work.
The ECoW should be
suitably qualified to
monitor birds and
intertidal ecology to
advice on day-to-day
matters aswell as to
the quality of the
restoration of the
mudflat following
cable laying. The
Applicant to fund a
post-construction bird
and habitat
monitoring
programme for five
years following
construction. It
should cover both the
saltmarsh and the
offshore intertidal.
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents

Marine Chapter 5 Marine
Ornithology. The noisiest
operations (i.e. vibratory piling
(up to 119 dB LAmax) required
for installation of the
cofferdams at the HDD exit
pits), are predicted to fall below
the 60 dB disturbance
threshold beyond
approximately 350 m, while
key foraging and roosting sites
for waterbirds (including
wintering migratory birds such
as, golden plover, cormorant,
and sanderling), are at least
350-500 m from the works.
Visual disturbance may extend
up to 500 m, but this is limited
by distance, the short duration
of works, and the timing of
construction, which is
scheduled for Quarter 2 and 3
of 2027 when waterbird
numbers are lower following
the mid-winter peak. Given the
distance from sensitive
roosting areas, the restricted
spatial and temporal extent of
works, and the low numbers of
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents

birds likely to be affected at
any one time, the overall effect
on waterbirds (wintering and
breeding) is predicted to be
minor and temporary and not
significant. Breeding bird
surveys undertaken in 2023
and 2024 at both landfall
locations did not record the
presence of any breeding
birds, notably waterbirds or
seabirds, which could interact
with the marine elements of
the Offshore Scheme,
including the intertidal area
and both landfall locations.
Further details on breeding
bird assemblages relevant to
the wider Proposed Project are
set out in Application
Document 6.2.3.2 (B) Part 3
Kent Chapter 2 Ecology and
Biodiversity [AS-047],
Application Document
6.3.2.2.C Appendix 2.2.C
Suffolk Breeding Birds 2023
and 2024, Application
Document 6.3.3.2.D
Appendix 3.2.D Kent
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Ref

Relevant
Application
Documents

Description of Matter

Consultee’s Current Position

The Applicant Current
Position

Status

Habitat

Minster Converter
Station mitigation

We note that the proposal

includes a Converter Station
that measures 200m x 300m
and 26m in height. However,
because of the low lying and

relatively flat landscape coupled

with a scrub covered bund
situated on slightly higher

ground and located between the

site and Pegwell Bay, the
Converter Station will not be
perceptible.

Despite this there remains some

concern regarding the potential
future impact caused by:

e The scrub vegetation

which is responsible
for screening the
structure from the
Bay located beyond
the ownership
control of the
applicant and its

Breeding Birds 2023, and
Application Document
6.3.3.2.E Appendix 3.2.E
Kent Breeding Birds 2024.

Figure 6.4.3.1.7:
Representative Viewpoint
Locations and Screened
Zone of Theoretical Visibility
within Application Document
6.4.3.1 ES Figures Kent
Landscape and Visual Part 1
of 4 [APP-240] illustrates the
theoretical visibility of the
proposed Minster Converter
Station and Minster Substation
in the landscape and visual
study area. The height of the
proposed Minster Converter
Station would be 28m in
height. This figure
demonstrates that there would
likely be intervisibility between
the proposed Minster
Converter Station and Minster
Substation from parts of the
National Trust’s land holding.

Viewpoint 7 along Sandwich
Bay is located within this area

The Trust welcome
the approach taken
by the Applicants in
the preparation of an
outline landscape
strategy which
provides for a
collaborative
approach to
delivering landscape
and ecological
mitigation. The Trust
would need to be
consulted on the
delivery of this
mitigation through a
detailed Landscape
and Ecological
Management Plan —
Kent
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter
Application
Documents

Consultee’s Current Position

The Applicant Current
Position

presence in
perpetuity is
therefore not
assured.

e The Converter
Station will be seen
in views from
Ramsgate to the
northeast from
where it will be seen
in relation to the
Trust’s property at
Pegwell Bay.

e The raised bund is
potentially at risk of
being eroded away.

As such and to protect the
Trust’s property at Pegwell Bay
it is recommended that the
examination authority consider
carefully these impacts and
suggested mitigation as part of
the overall consideration of the
visual impact of the Converter
Station on the wider landscape.

where there is potential
intervisibility (detailed within
Application Document
6.3.3.1.D ES Appendix 3.1.D
Visual Amenity Baseline and
Assessment [APP-146]). This
reports that views of the
proposed minster Converter
Station and Minster Substation
are unlikely due to intervening
vegetation.

The LVIA has been undertaken
using current baseline
information with regard to
landform and vegetation. The
‘Future Baseline’ section within
Application Document
6.2.3.1 Part 3 Kent Chapter 1
Landscape and Visual [APP-
061] sets out that trees,
woodland, scrub and riparian
habitats will continue to mature
but the inherent character and
the contribution that they make
to views and visual amenity is
unlikely to substantially
change.
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents

Viewpoints 13 and 14
represent receptors on the
edge of Ramsgate. Any views
available towards the
operational Minster Converter
Station and Minster Substation
would likely be limited to the
upper extents due to
intervening screening features.
The views would typically
include part of the coastal
landscape at Pegwell Bay
however would also be within
the context of residential
development within Cliffsend
and existing energy
infrastructure.

Regarding mitigation, an
outline landscape strategy has
been prepared for the
converter station and
substation site which provides
a collaborative approach to
delivering landscape and
ecological mitigation
(Application Document
7.5.7.2 Outline Landscape
and Ecological Management
Plan — Kent [APP-349] and
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Ref Relevant
Application
Documents

Description of Matter

Consultee’s Current Position

The Applicant Current

Position

Status

Construction methods
and mitigation

Given the potential impact this
proposal could have on the
significant nature designations
at Pegwell Bay, the National
Trust request more in-depth
details on the construction and
design methods than would
usually be available during the
Development Consent Order
(DCO) process, so that we can
be reassured that the works
proposed will provide the
highest level of mitigation
possible.

The National Trust would
encourage the developer to
consider additional mitigation in
the form of funding to support
the ongoing management and
future conservation of important
coastal and marine species and
habitats in the Pegwell Bay and
Sandwich Bay SAC area and

within this Application
Document 7.5.7.2 Figure 1
Minster Converter Station
and Substation Outline
Landscape Mitigation).

Further project description
information in regard to
Pegwell Bay is available in
Application Document 9.13
Pegwell Bay Construction
Method Technical Note,
submitted at Deadline 1.

As presented in Application
Document 6.2.4.1 (B) Part 4
Marine Chapter 1 Physical
Environment [AS113/AS114],
at Pegwell Bay, the magnitude
of the impact on nearshore

physical processes

morphology due to the
excavation of the HDD pits and
wider cable installation is small
as works will be temporary,
relatively localised and any
changes to the in the intertidal
zone seafloor morphology will
naturally recover via sediment
transport processes driven by

The Trust considers
there remains
significant areas of
uncertainty around
the details of
construction and
potential ecological
impacts. The
includes, but is not
limited to the impact
of x4 ducts running
through the SSSI
intertidal habitat
(requiring a 80m and
not 30m wide
easement) which the
applicant has
recently advised the
Trust within the last
week.
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status

Application Position

Documents
would welcome further wave and current action in
discussion on this topic during  shallow waters. There will
the DCO process with the therefore, be no significant
National Trust as landowner, the effects to intertidal or shallow
Kent Wildlife Trust as site subtidal ecology. As no
manager and other key significant effects are
stakeholders. concluded, no further

additional mitigation than
currently outlined in APP-342
Document 7.5.3.2 CEMP
Appendix B Register of
Environmental Actions and
Commitments (REAC) is
proposed.
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents
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Ref Relevant Description of Matter Consultee’s Current Position The Applicant Current Status
Application Position
Documents

Additional mitigation The National Trust continues to
encourage the developer to
consider additional mitigation to
support the ongoing
management and future
conservation of Pegwell Bay
and would welcome discussion
on this topic with both the
National Trust as landowner and
the Kent Wildlife Trust as site
manager.
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4. Approvals

Signed

On Behalf of

Consultee

Name

Position

Date

Signed

On Behalf of

National Grid

Name

Position

Date
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